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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN JOBS BILL 2017 

531. Ms E. HAMILTON to the Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade: 

I refer to the record unemployment that occurred under the previous Liberal–National government that saw 
a doubling in the jobless rate in Joondalup. 

(1) How will the McGowan government’s Western Australian Jobs Bill maximise employment opportunities 
for Western Australian workers and businesses? 

(2) How will the bill provide greater levels of local content on government projects? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member for Joondalup for the question and her support of her local electorate. 

(1)–(2) Indeed, as we speak in this place we are ploughing through the Western Australian Jobs Bill. I thank the 
opposition for its support of the legislation, although in supporting it, the opposition seems to be very 
critical of it. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Some of the commentary is interesting, but perhaps if the opposition keeps criticising, I will 
get to that. We are very keen to ensure higher levels of local content in government work in Western Australia. 
I think that is what the people of Western Australia want and that is what our bill will provide. Under the existing 
arrangements, there was inadequate accountability and very little reporting of local content for government 
contracts. For the first time ever, legislation will apply to all government agencies, including government trading 
enterprises, and all suppliers. For the first time, participation plans will be written into contracts and those 
participation plans will have to show the level of local content and contractual requirements that will allow for 
legal action if they are not complied with. There has never been a requirement for suppliers to show how much 
local content will be provided in a government contract. Members should remember that in any given year—for 
instance, in 2015, the Western Australian government spent as much as $24 billion on goods, services and works—
the government spends a very significant amount. Ensuring higher levels of local content ensures more local work, 
as is done in other states. That is what we are about—making sure there are more local jobs. 

I went to a Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia breakfast this morning at which a local 
fabricator stood up and said that he was thrilled with the legislation that we are putting in place. He was very 
excited. We support local manufacturers and fabricators. We know we produce world-best standards and provide 
world-best quality in Western Australia. We understand that Western Australian businesses and workers can 
provide that. I was absolutely thrilled to meet him. His name was Ian. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He was very excited by our legislation because he knew, as does the Western Australian 
business community, that under the former arrangements there was not enough local content; under Labor there 
will be increased levels of local content. 

Point of Order 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Mr Speaker, the Premier seemed to be citing from an official document. I wonder whether 
you could ask him to table it, please. 

The SPEAKER: Premier, is that an official document? 

Mr M. McGowan: No; and I wasn’t quoting from it. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Premier, I just wanted to know whether it is an official document. 

Mr M. McGowan: No. 

The SPEAKER: It is not an official document. 
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